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A Discovery of the [llicu Trade, carry'd 


AN 


TO THE 


PROPRIETORS 


OF THE 


South- Sea CAPITAL. 4 


CONTAINING, 


on in the Weſt-Indies; and ſhewing the great Detriment 
thereof to the Publick ; and the Neceſſity of Diſcouraging it 
with Rigour, norwithſtanding the Pains taken to gloſs it 
over; and to Recommend your cautious and tender 


| Reſentments. 


By a PROPRIETOR of the ſaig COMPANY. Rf 


LOND ON: 


Printed for SrEDREN AUSTEN at the Angel and Bible in St. Paul's 
Church-yard. M. DCC. XXXII. | 
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AN 


ADDRESS 


TO THE 


PROPRIETORS 


or THE 
South-Sea Capital, &c. 


Gentlemen, 5 


IN CE it is not to be ſuppoſed that every 
Proprietor is acquainted with this Trade, 
and the great Prejudices that attend it, I 
ſhall here give the Publick a ſhort View 
of it; and do not queſtion but that m 
Readers will be well pleaſed to ſee ſo 
muck Matter, and ſo many uſeful Hints 
upon this Subject, laid together in fo 

clear and open a Manner, 


This I do leſt any one (through Ignorance) ſhould be brought 
to believe, that Enquiries and A. enn on this Head may 
be of ill Conſequence for future Permiſſion Ships, and render it 
| B Y very 
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= 


C - WS ci the Court of 
Hain for your Goods bring lande, hout the Demur of 
meaſuring — Parcel: as * are brought bn Shore. But this 
1 will underrake ro anlwer, and likewiſe ſhew you how far i lc 1s 
a Cloak for Villainy in the Sales of your Goods; and if (as 
it has been ſuggeſted) any of your Managers, or any for them, 
or belonging to them, are gogcern d in this private Trade, 

the Conſequence will be ſtil worle.and your Privilege of ſend- 
ing a Ship with the Flota, or Galleons, will appear only to 
* to the Advancage of ro in Truſt who connive at 


* * * 50 Geſe 1 and 6] of he 


The following are two Afﬀidavits made on the illicit Trade, 
which I here nM for your full Inf6rmation. 


p92 . 4 * of re 


Duality of on . the Prince William, 
belonging to the South Ser Company, William Cleland 
224 in the Tear 1730. and that he, this Depo- 


wh, dig proceed in 40 The Ship; — Cleland 
* „ A rfigghng, . 
l 


lo in the Spani P ee and from 
ie back again to England. 


15 ae Hebt procure 


AT 4 — A— 


And this Deponent does affirm, that in their Voyage 
out in the ſaid Prince William, the (ajd | Captain Cleland 
* an; put in with the 150 Hi ip Prince Wien into a Road 
er Pie name ckſtar, be ſonging to tbe Hand f 
* litiſeophers in the Welt-lidies, and there did imme- 
A ut on Toartthe St. Philip, Captain John Cleland, ' 

4 Snow' belonging alſo, to the South Sea Company, all the 
renidining art i the Upper and Lower Deck Guns of 

F aid Prince William, 457% he Carriages, Stores, &c. 
and all #his "was done to lighten the ja Ship, and give 
Room for recerving of Private Trade on board,” ſo that 
i caſe the, ſaid Prince Willam had been attack d by a 
an” Pl e fe of any 1 Enemy, 2 muſt have been in manifeſt 
5 Danger, 1 "ito ing no no wh r Guns o on board to defend her, 


1 01 DE: Nun & | will | 


11937 4 


Prince William, Ca Ny WI 


(91 


| Quarter Dall, "nd 1360! % the Pong 
"; | IL N Werte {7 WIL 
And . tha Beem does 7 W in or 
about the Month of January 17 $051. Captain William 
Cleland ef the aforeſaid Ship. Prince William, being 
then in the Road or Plate named Backſtar, belonging 
to the Iſland” of St. Chriſtophers in tbe Weſt - Indies, 
did actually receive on board the ſaid\ Ship Prince Wil. 
liam, our of another Ship namell Ih James Galley, one 
3 Tatnal Conmanler, then laying i in the aforeſaid 
Road of Backſtar, a large Quantity of dry Goods, being 
in OQuantit) at leaf two bundre#-Tors, Pürt of 'ewhich- 
Cargo. was Cakes of whit# Wax, a great Number of Bar- 
rels 12 d with the like Wax, a large Quantity of Cinna- 
mon wwell pack d, and the reſt was Bale Goods, inſomuch 
that after we had got the a 175 99 Goods d the 
"Cteland' 174 mander, 


Iz) Ship was ſo der/ 5 %, und ſo exceetling de hat the 


under Cell Af the lower Ter of Ports were a conf Fdera- 


UN ble Way under Water. ; and 0 We proceeded ' on our . oyage 


Bello in \theSpani 


in that 1 Pits Aae and then. 20 Porto- 
Weſte Indies, where we afrived in 
or about the 80 End of Januaty 1730-1 ; aſter awbich 
the ſaid Captain William Cleland, with 15 Privity 0 
James Dolliffe hen Chief Super- Curg 0, did put on Shoar 
at the aforeſaid Porto-Bello, ont of our Ship; "the Prince 
William, all the aforeſaid Private Cargo War, Cin- 
namon, and Bale Goods, © where' they were he ſold, 


but for what Profit this Deponent cannot fag. 55 


And, la h, this Deponent doth aderr, that Jar mg 
the ſaid Prince William's Yoyage, there was diftributed 
amongſt the aforeſoid Prince William's Ship's Cl ampany, 
two hundred Pounds, or thereabonts, by the Direction: 
Hithe aforeſaid James Dolliffe and Captain Cleland, being 
for Huſh Money, in order that they. ſbould not inform, 
confeſs, or take Notice of any thing 2 2 to the afore- 
Vid Private Cargo; the 8 of aphich due do this 
Deponent out of the aforeſaid two hundred Pounds, w1s 


_ "three Guinens and a ä which this Deponent did 


accord - 


_— 5 061. | 
a . 3 , that fince the Arrival 
7 1 3 the af Prince William, there has 
7 ———— 455 made in Wapping, Blackwall, 
— 6 oſai Company, and that by the 
Direltions of the aforeſaid James Dolliffe and Captain 
2 Cleland, in oe that they might eat and drink 
pleaſed, and when they ” Phoſed ſo that they 
44 4 cover any thing of the aforeſaid Private Cargo, | 
_ with Promiſes kkewyſe that they ſbould be all taken Care 1 
$s and emp Fee the South · Sea Company's Service again. 


* e ee | | 


vn. LLIAM Wrienr. | 1 


HAT his Deponent doth firmly depoſe 
Oath, That. be did ſet out in the Ship = 
__ © Galley, Samuel Tatnal Commander, from the River of 
Thames, in be Mod of: FE prember 1730. or there- 
abouts, in a Voyage bound to Jamaica in the Weſt · Indies. I | 
And this Deponent does further poſitively ſay, that about 
the 7th of November in the. aforeſaid Fear, the [aid Ship 
2 Galley TK id arrive 3: a 7 named Backſrar, 4 
ging to the Iſland of St. Chriſtophers in the Weſt- 
Indies, but finding their Ship did not immediately proceed 
10 Jamaica, as was expetied, this Deponent and the reſt 
¶ . the Company. afore the Maf, was determined to leave 
the Ship at the ſaid Backſtat, and to provide for them- 
ſelves ſome other Way, but avere — by their afore- 
| ſaid. Commander Samuel Tatnal, aſſuring them, the — 
IPs Company or Sailors, that "they ſpould have arge 
| ional Wages, which made them continue eaſy till 
ſuch time as the vg Bee of. the Ship Prince William, Cap- 
tain William Cleland Commander, belonging to the South- 
Sea Company, at the aforeſaid Place of 7 Backſear, which 
was in of about the 8th of January, in the aforeſaid 
Var. ſoon after which was put on board from our Ship, 
the James Galley, into the ſaid Prince William, Captain þ 
William Cleland, \ all our Cargo, which vas well ſtoww'd | 


and | 


[ 9 ] 
and full, both in the Hold and between Decks, confiſting 


of Cask and Cakes of Wax, Caſes of different Kinds, and 
Bale Goods. 


After which, this Deponent further ſaith, that they 
received into their Ship, the James Galley, from the St. 
Philip Snow, Captain John Cleland, belonging alſo to the 
South-Sea Company, a large Puantity of Stores of diffe- 
rent Kinds, which gave Room to the aforeſmd St. Philip 

Snow to receive many Stores, &c. from the ſaid Prince 
William, which was accordingly done. 


And this Deponent doth further poſitively depoſe, that 
ſome time in or about the Middle of the ſaid Month, in the 
aforeſaid Year 173 0-1. the ſaid Prince William, Captain 
Cleland Commander, did ſail from the aforeſaid Place 
7 Backſtar, belonging to Sr. Chriſtophers, the ſaid Ship 

ing then "> exceedingly deep, which was greatly ſur- 
prizing to all that ſaw her, how they could or would ven- 


ture to Sea in ſuch a Condition. And further this Depo- 
nent ſaith not. EE 


Deptford. Jurat” coram 
| WILLIAM WRIGHT. 


Copies of theſe Affidavits have been procured not without 
infinite Pains, thoſe concerned in the private Trade, uſing all 
poſſible Induſtry to obſtruct an Enquiry of this Nature: Inſo- 
much that many have received Huſh-Money, and more have 
been ſent out of the Way on Voyages; yet notwithſtandin 
theſe Obſtructions, ſo aſſiduous and indefatigable has been 
G——e H— te, Eſq; together with ſome other Gentlemen in 
the Direction, (merely to do you Juſtice, and recover for you 
from the Covenanters the 250 J. Penalty on each Ton) that the 
have brought to light this dark Scene of Villany, it being thro' 
them, and only them, that what they knew before, was con- 
firmed in the Court of Directors, by the firſt Mate's Journal. 


| And1 nope, as I am a Proprietor with you, that, ſtill farther 
Enquiries will be made into the private Trade; by which Search 
| | we 
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we ſhall find, a Sloop- load of Goods taken from Jamaica, and 
put on board at St. Chriftopher's, conſiſting chiefly of white 
Wax, ſent out ia the Year 17 27, as belonging to the Brother 
of a principal Perſon in the Direction, and ſhipped by a Packer 


in Broad-ſtreet. 


And if the Supercargoes on former Ships are under the like 
Penalty of 250 J. per Ton, we ſhall (I firmly believe) then 
find more Profit will ariſe to us, from making thoſe refund, 
who have had the beſt, and moſt advantagious Part of the 
Trade, (if not further defrauded us) than we have hitherto got 
to ourſelyes by it ever ſince the Year 1721. 


Our Ship the Prince William, a fine, ſtately, and an expenſive 
one, is the laſt uſed in our Trade, on board of which, like Pro- 
digals, we ſpent part of her Profits, before the Voyage was 
compleated, or eyen a Certainty of a ſucceſsful one (I ſpeak as 
to the Reception of the ſaid Ship at Porto Bello) thoſe coſtly 
and frequent Treats on board of her I have often heard, were 
made at our Expence ; as I believe will appear, if the Queſtion 
ſhould be put in a General Court. 


We were at this Time under various Apprehenfions as to the 
celebrating the Fair at Porto-Belho, greatly fearing ſhe would 
be too late, yet theſe Covenanters could put into Portſmonth, 
hazard being in time for the Fair, to take in large Quantities of 
Goods on account of private Trade, as I have been well in- 
formed; they likewiſe put out ſome of your Guns belonging 
to the ſaid Ship the Prince William, deſigned for the Defence 
and Security of your Goods : From hence they proceeded to 
St. Chriftophers, where they ſtaid ten Days, although they ſtill 
fear d the Fair at Porto- Bello was either then actually celebrating 
or over. 


At this Place, as appears by the Affidavits, we find another 
large Quantity of Goods, on Account of private Trade, was 
put on board; and to make the more Room and lighten the 
Ship, the remaining Part of both Teer of Guns were taken out 
and ſent to Jamaica, with Carriages, Stores, c. by which 
your Ship and Effects, although of ſo great Value, were leſt 
naked and deſenceleſs: And for what Reaſon? Why, entirely 


_ 


N 


to take in Goods on Account of private Trade, which by a very 
moderate Computation, muſt by this time be 300 Ton; and [ 
believe in progreſs of this Affair, (if thoroughly enquired into) 
it will appear ſo, by undeniable Proofs, although we were told 
it was about 150 Tons; but the Difference of the Penalty is 
37,500/.: On my Word a round Sum, and worthy a ſtrict and 
impartial Enquiry. 


The Covenanters, in my humble Opinion, ought to be uſed 
and treated with the utmoſt Rigour and Severity, who have acted 
with ſo little Regard to your Intereſt, leaving your Ship void of 
Arms, and thereby giving her up to every Pyrate or Sea-Robber; 
and what is more, ſhe was ſo very deeply loaded, that the 
under Cells of the lower Teer of Ports were ſeveral Inches 
under Water, the ſaid Prince William drawing then as much as 
a Firſt Rate Man of War, and was ſo very heavy, that had ſhe 
met with any bad Weather, ſhe muſt have been inevitably loſe. 
And ſhall theſe People do all this with Impunity ? Shall not the 
Hand of Juſtice lay hold of theſe Breakers of their Truſt 2 I fay, 
ſhall theſe Men who have abuſed the Truſt repoſed in them, and 
hazarded our Eſtate to Pyrates and the more mercileſs Waves, 
had they met with the leaſt bad Winds, ſhall theſe meet with 
any Favour from us? No, on the contrary let us proſecute them 
with moſt ſtrict Juſtice, ſhewing as little Tenderneſs for them, 
as they have done to us. 


Perhaps we may diſcover the Encouragers of and Connivers at 
theſe Mal- actions, and if ſo, let them alſo feel our juſt Reſent- 
ment. Let us alſo ſhew to the King of ain and his Miniſters, 
that we will detect all fraudulent Traders, and will only carry 
on a fair Trade, introducing no more than the 650 Tons ſtipu- 
lated for. This to me (I confeſs) ſeems the only way to remove 
the Spantards Jealouſy at this Trade; theſe are the only Means 
of ſtopping the Clamours of a prejudiced Commerce and Ser of 
Merchants, who blame us for their Loſſes and Diſappointment ; 
but when they ſee we deſtroy this pernicious Trade, they won't, 
wich the Inveteracy, as hitherto they have done, impede and 
obſtruct our Cedula's; and by acting in this Manner, we ſhall 
ſhew to the Spaniſh Miniſters, that we den't want a ſtrict Eye 
on our Trade, and that we deſire no more than the 650 Tons 
ſtipulated for; to be introduced, 

This 


L121 


This illicit Trade (Jam well informed) might have been attend- 
ed with another very ill Conſequence, had the Spaniſh Miniſters 
at Porto- Bello meaſured the Goods as they were landed, as they 
have done in ſome Ships, when they have thought proper, and 
on hnding more than the Tons limited; it is to be much feared, 
they would have deemed the Overplus of the Goods on board to 
have been Contraband, and conſequently have ſeized them. 
And muſt not this have fell on the Company's Goods 2 Moſt 
aſſuredly; for the Goods of the private Trade being laſt put on 
board, muſt have been firſt landed. 


After all theſe Riſques run, give me leave to ask, What Profits 
we have to boaſt of? and where is our mighty Advantage ? The 
Outſet or Amount of the Cargo of the ſaid Ship was nigh 
220,000]. and the Return about i, z oo, ooo Dollars or 280,000]. 
the Difference and Gains thereon, is 60,000 J. but when a Pre- 
ſent is deducted, that is ſaid was made before the Ship failed, her 
Expences in the River, Expences in the Voyage, and to her Return 
Seamens Wages, the Wear and Tear of the Ship, Commiſſions on 
Sales, Ware-houſes, and many more Charges, there will little, 
if any, Profit appear. And mult not this give us ſtrong Appre- 
henſions of Villainy ſome-where carried on? and is there not 
great Reaſon for Suſpicions ? and more eſpecially ſo when we 
conſider, that the Spaniſh Merchants on board the Galeons, can't 
put their Goods into Porto-Bello under an Expence and Charge, 
amounting to the firſt Coſt, viz. Cent. per Cent. excluſive of 


Commiſſions, and other unavoidable Charges on Sales? Does 


it not behove us then to enquire to the very Bottom of theſe 
Injuries, and examine nicely into every Particular of theſe. Mal- 
actions? and not tamely to ſuffer ſuch things; nay, more, fawn 


upon and even adore our Abuſers, like Creatures void of Spirit. 


As we are free from Guilt, let us be ſo from Fear; whilſt the 


Fraudulent and Breakers of their Truſt dread the impending 


Fate. 


Juſtum & tenacem propeſiti virum 

Non Civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non Vultus Inſtantis Tyranni 
Mente quatit Solida. 


1 


Hor. lib. 3. od. z. 
| lt 
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It is well known, that in 1715, a Director was rendred in- 
capable of ſerving the Company, becauſe he was engaged in a 
Parcel of Goods deſigned for Carthagena and Porto- Hello; and 
does not the ſame Penalty reach to a Permiſſion Ship, the Feather 
and Flower of our Trade, and certain Gain to us, if honeſtly 
and prudently managed ? Suppoſe on Enquiry, a Brother or near 
Relation ſhall appear to be largely concern'd in this deſtructive 
Trade, ought you not to ſhew a juſt Reſentment ? Is not the 
Breach of "Truſt the ſame, if a Manager ſhould, through a Bro- 
ther or otherwiſe, connive at, countenance and be concerned in 
theſe Abuſes? and what convincing Reaſons have we for ſuch 
Thoughts and Jealouſies, when we duely conſider the Nature of 
the thing i:ſelf? for can it be thought that Men, after they had 
laid themſelves under ſuch ſtrict Injunctions, even the Penalty of 
250 J. per Ton on private Trade, would thus boldly engage in 
a thing that from its nature, could not be carried on with Secrecy ? 
I fay, would Men be ſo mad thus to engage, had they not a 
ſtrong Dependance, and even a promiſed Security and Indemni- 
fication from Men in Power? 


We are told in Coffee-houſes, that the Sale of our Goods was 
at once to a Number of Merchants, that is in one Sale; but 
what will you think, and what Room is there to miſtruſt our 
late Super-Cargoes and Factors Abroad; when it ſhall be proved 
that there were ſeveral Sales of Goods, one of about, 1,600,000 
Dollars, another near 200,000, and ſundry others of ſmaller 
Sums, in all believed to amount at leaſt to 2, 200, ooo Dollars, 
a wide Difference from 1,300,000 Dollars. 


When your Goods are thus blended with the private Trade, 
what vaſt Opportunity is there for Frauds? what wide Room 
for ill-diſpoſed Men to act in? But perhaps ſome may ſay, 
how can we detect and put an End to theſe Wrongs ? To theſe 
I anſwer, by ſearching ſtrictly to the Origin of thele Impoſitions; 
it is palpable that no curſory or ſlight Enquiry will be ſufficient: 
if we would come at the valuable Things, we muſt not ex- 
amine the Surface only, but dive deep ; there the Pearls (or 
are Secrets) will be found: Let your Super-Cargoes be 

ictly examined, and your Factors Abroad alſo be called 
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Home to Examination, ſparing no Pains to get at the Truth of 
this black Scene of Villain). | | 


— 


And then what Reaſon ſhall we have to adore and reverence 
the Bringers about of theſe Affairs? I mean thoſe Gentlemen 
in the. Direction, who with Pains unutterable, have got ro the 
Truth of this; and upon this Knowledge, demanded a par- 
ticular Account of the Sales of your Goods, and who make 
this Demand for no other Reaſon, than out of a juſt Regard to 
che Truſt you have repoſed and placed in them, conſulting 
only your Good aud Intereſt : But if there fhould be any one 
in he Direction (as I hope there is not) who has had an Ad- 
vantage from this private Trade, he may (J imagine) be diſ- 
covered, by endeavouring to quaſh fuch Propoſals, leſt in 
the Diſcovery the Print of his Fingers be found in the Pye. 
Suppoſing theſe Enquiries be put a Stop to, what Liberty will 
there be then for Frauds? but ſurely no one can harbour ſuch 
a Thought, without doing wrong to the Gentlemen in the 
Direction? 8 


I hope the worthy Gentlemen, who were rouſed through a 
true Principle of Honour and Honeſty, to diſcharge the Truſt 
repoſed in them, will firmly perſiſt with Refolution and 


Diligence to puniſh the Offenders with Rigour ; the only 


Method of diſcouraging and deſtroying this private Trade; which 
renders your Privileges to turn to the Profit only of ſome few 


Men, while you are at all the Expence and Riſque. 


If this Voyage of the Prince William, which was compleated 
in ten Months, has not been of much Profit and Advantage 


do the Company; how can we perſuade ourſelves, we have got 


by others? for my part T think the Directors ſhould give us a 
diſtinct Account of each Voyage; and then I greatly fear, we 
{hall have little Reaſon to return our Thanks to any but to 
thoſe Gentlemen, who will give us a true Account of our 
Affairs, and have undertaken to detect and puniſh theſe Cove- 
nanters. WT: | 
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We were told in a General Coutt, that we had got dy 


our Trade; I much fear in this, there was a groſs Miſtake, 


640, ooo J. being deducted on the Outſet in Trade for Seizures 
before the Year 1721; I am informed likewiſe, chat there was 
no Regard had to what has been received on account of thoſe 
Seizures, which 1s faid to be above Half, 'if not quite Two- 
thirds or more of the Sum; and if fo, have we not Room 


for very unfavourable Conjectures? and the more obliged to 


redreſs and retrieve theſe Injuries and Loſſes, and puniſh the 
Evil-doers: To do this, ſome Indulgence muſt be ſhewn to 
thoſe who will truly and ingenuouſly diſcover the Truth; and 
this is of ſuch Moment, and fo very Material, that I think all 
due Encouragement ought to be given by the Court of 
Dire&ors; and if ir ſhould not be there done, that the Pro- 
prietors in a General Court would do it, and now it's the 
more neceſſary, as you may, through the preſent Tranquillity 
of Affairs, expect to reap much Profit from your Trade, if 
prudently and honeſtly managed. 


It is my humble Opinion, that the moſt ſure Way would 
be to farm moſt part of it, if not all, by which you would 
run but a ſmall Riſque, if any, and have a certain Ad van- 
tage, and a larger than you have at any Time yet made. 


It is reported there 1s, or will be, a Bill in Chancery filed 
againſt theſe Offenders, theſe Breakers of their Truſt ; if fo, 
then it will be neceſſary to endeavour at a particular Account 
of the Sales of your Goods, and another of the private Trade, 
by which you may get at the true Account of your Sales 
abroad; for ſurely 1,3 00,000 Dollars..ſeems to be very ſmall 
Returns on 220,c00 /. the firſt Coſt : Is there not then great 
Reaſon to ſuſpect Abuſes in this Trade, when ſeveral Spaniſh 
Merchants in Town- well know, that thoſe on board the Gal- 
leons, when they have paid Duties in Hain, Freight, Bot- 
tomree, and a certain part of the firſt Invoyce to the Captain 
of the Ship; to make good all Damages at Sea (as they all 
do) the firſt Coſt is, by the Time they arrive at Porio-Hello, 


doubled; and even to maintain themſelves, or pay Commil- 
ſions, 
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"To . ; Reſolve ro WJ Juſtice VIE: you; be not 


amuſed with artful and gloſſy Speeches in your General. Courts; 


but come to the Purpoſe; examine the State of your Affairs; 


ſee your different Voyages ballanc d, and what has been receivd 
of your. former Seizures; and chen inſiſe on an Account: 1 
think, you ſhould demand its being publiſh'd, for who can 


have. Time in a General Court, to examine into an Account 
af that Length. And if you find you have not got by your 
Trade, admit of Propoſals, let it be farmed; by which your 
Money concerned in Trade, might pay off your Bonds, a 
certain annual Intereſt be ſaved, and every Branch of your 
INS ER be render d advantageous. 
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